The artistic explorations of the late XXth-early XXIst-century mediaculture are, to a large extent, aimed at overcoming stagnant and crisis elements in society, as well as at rethinking the global problem engendered by the increasing levels of alienation and a fear of global transformations. Social photography offers deep and comprehensive critical analysis of the contemporary events. This photographic genre is based on the humanistic approach combined with the individual interpretation of difficult situations. The goal of social photography is to trace the possible solutions for global social problems and to confront cruelty, alienation and violence of our modern world.
Introduction
The artistic explorations of the late XXth-early XXIst century are to a large extent determined by the situation of modern society, which has entered the new phase in its development through large-scale informational revolution, the growing urban infrastructure, communication systems, and individual freedoms driving personal opportunities for self-determination. XXth century revealed a lot of crisis point and stagnant areas of culture resulted from the humankind's exploitative and transformational attitude to our world. A plethora of scientific discoveries focusing on deeper understanding of the universe and a quick transformation of reality, revealed a multitude of problems engendered by the imperfect forms and methods of such accelerated rates of research. The previous priorities have changed considerably: today we tend to focus not on the humanity's struggle with the world in order to fulfill its needs and potentials -rather, we have to fight for the world to preserve it and ensure our own survival.
The difficulty of this struggle is aggravated by its scope and a ".... strong interdependence of all subsystems of human civilization; an emergence of integrative structures [7, p. 252] . As a result, humanity as a whole become involved in this search for solutions to overcome global problems.
"Universal scope of perspectives, opportunities, challenges and threats has made globalization a symbol of our time" [7, p. 34] . However, although global challenges carry a potential threat and danger for humanity, they at the same time acquire the new connotations when we analyze the culture-building processes developing in our society.
Thus, systematic and gradual building of awareness about modern global challenges on different levels may become a starting point and an impetus to create the new alternative solutions for various crises facing the modern world.
The Phenomenon of Mediaculture
Information revolution has brought XXth-century humans into a new type of culture: "...
born by the technical progress -mediaculture -a culture of information and replication" [3] , "serving as an intermediary between society and the state, socium and power" [3] .
According to N.B.Kirillova, "mediaculture may be defined as the sum total of information and communication tools, material and intellectual values, created by humanity throughout its history and facilitating the development of social consciousness and socialization of individuals" [3] Mediaculture as a factor of XXth-XXIst-century informational revolution and technical progress becomes an important tool in transmitting and interpreting modern challenges. Canadian sociologist Marshall McLuhan highlighted in his works the close links between the humanity's historical progress and the concrete tools we use to interact with the outside world, thus leading to the evolution of culture from its written to the printed form ('Gutenberg Galaxy') and later from printed to electronic forms ('Marconi Galaxy'). When information becomes increasingly mobile and available, but also 'chaotic, unlimited and overabundant' [3] , media space changes radically. "Information revolution has radically transformed human and social existence. It compresses time and space, opens borders, allows to create contacts with anyone anywhere in the world, changes the content of many areas of activity... This meta-space becomes simultaneously an environment for intense communication between the new emerging communities, and a universal context for the familiar geographical spaces. A world without borders, where territories and distances lose their previous meaning, begin to shape into a reality" [7, p. 33] . Therefore, humans in the XXth century begin to inhabit a vast informational space created by print media, radio, TV content and Internet resources. The filtering this informational abundance, its critical assessment and the rational use of multiple data of different kind becomes one of the most relevant and pressing issues of contemporary culture. Photography and cinematography were born in the XIXth century, but they became a foundation of the XXth-century media culture. They make these ideas a reality combining new visual expressive practices and outward simplicity and ease of understanding with the complex internal structure. Social photography offers deep and comprehensive critical analysis of the tendencies underlying the social processes of stagnation, degradation and decline.
The Role of Topical Social Photography
To understand how exactly the crisis phenomena tend to be presented, we need to define what is a topical social photography. According to V.F.Khil'ko, it is "a genre of... We have to differentiate between different artistic methods combined under the term of 'social photography' and used to present this or that interpretation of events.
Social photography is not a uniform phenomenon based on a strict set of forms and principles of representation. Today social photography increasingly demonstrates the changing tendencies in its visual language. In our new millennium, social photography remains true to its humanistic principles in reflecting the devastating effects of industrial pollution, the growth of urban infrastructure, the injustice of social inequality and alienation. However, these issues are comprehended on completely different levels.
Analyzing contemporary social photography, we may preliminary outline its three leading artistic trends. The first trend is notable for the shift in its visual language to something more rough, scary and off-putting. Unlike the previous century, noted for Page 168
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Conclusions
As we have seen, many contemporary tools of social photography remain contentious.
Time is required to determine their significance, effectiveness and cultural value. At the same time, some approaches have already become standard in the world of photography -they occupy their own niches in the range of approaches to the pressing social issues. The author believes that contemporary social photography is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon. However, despite its stylistic pluralism, contradictions and oppositions in forms and tools used to transmit visual information, social photography remains, as it did in the XXth century, true to its main objective: to resist violence, unnatural death, alienation and cruelty of modern world.
